We report here the results of a study comparing the efficacy of these two tests in patients with exocrine pancreatic insufficiency (EPI) caused by chronic pancreatitis.
We performed the same tests in healthy volunteers to define the rate of hydrolysis of the two substrates when pancreatic function is unimpaired. (Fig. 2) . The calculated lower limit for normal values (a = 0.025 fractile) was 1.14 mg/L (90% confidence interval, 0.38-1.90 mg/L). This lower limit allowed us to diagnose seven of the nine patients correctly, with no false positives in the healthy volunteers.
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